Date: July 19, 2026 STILL WATERS
Suggested Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 |
Text: [saiah 44:6

Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts ‘I am
the first and I am the last; besides Me there is no god.’

Who Sits on the Throne?

Every one of us trusts something. We trust our savings to carry us through difficult
times. We trust our health to let us keep doing what we enjoy. We trust our abilities,
our reputation, or even the approval of others. None of those things are wrong in
themselves, but they make poor gods. They cannot promise tomorrow, forgive
yesterday, or carry us into eternity.

That’s why the Lord asks us to think about who truly sits on the throne of our hearts.
Whenever something becomes more important than God, it quietly takes His place.
The First Commandment exposes that tendency in every one of us. We all find
ourselves fearing, loving, or trusting something more than the Lord. Left to
ourselves, our misplaced trust leaves us anxious, disappointed, and ultimately empty.

The good news is our Savior never abandons us to our wandering hearts. Jesus
Christ, the eternal Son of God, came to rescue idol-makers like us. Through His

perfect obedience, His death on the cross, and His victorious resurrection, He
forgives every sin, including the sin of trusting other things more than Him. In
Baptism He claimed us as His own. Through His Word He continually calls us back.
In the Lord’s Supper He strengthens our faith with His own Body and Blood.

Because Jesus is our Redeemer, we do not have to live in fear when the things of this
world disappoint us. Our security rests not in what we possess, but in the One who
possesses us. The Lord alone is the First and the Last. He alone is worthy of our
trust, and He alone will never fail us.

Prayer:

Heavenly Father, keep our hearts from trusting anything more than You. Through
Your Holy Spirit, fix our eyes on Jesus, our Redeemer, and strengthen our faith
through Your Word and Sacraments. Amen.

Thought for the Day:
Anything we trust more than God will eventually disappoint us. Jesus alone is the
faithful Savior who will naever leave us or forsake us.

Hymn: LSB 783 — Take My Life and Let It Be pastor lames Groleau
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