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Text: Psalm 130

'Out of the depths
I cry to you, O Lorb!
’0 Lord, hear my voice!
Let your ears be attentive
to the voice of my pleas for mercy!

*If you, O Lorp, should mark iniquities,
O Lord, who could stand?

‘But with you there is forgiveness,
that you may be feared.

°I wait for the Lorp, my soul waits,
and in his word I hope;

*my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning,
more than watchmen for the morning.

’0 Israel, hope in the Lorp!
For with the Lorp there is steadfast love,
and with him is plentiful redemption.
¥And he will redeem Israel
from all his iniquities.
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Grace, mercy and peace to you in Jesus’ name. Amen.

Opening Orientation — Remembering the Night So Far

Last week, as we continued this Songs in the Night journey, we listened to the honest cries of
God’s people in the darkness. We heard how the Lord does not despise lament, He receives it. He
invites it. He draws His people closer, and builds faith, through it.

Today the song changes just a little. The night remains. The darkness hasn’t lifted yet, but
the cry grows quieter, steadier, more focused. Tonight, the psalm teaches us how to wait in the
night. Not how to escape or ignore it, but how to remain faithful while the darkness lingers.

Out of the Depths — The Song of Waiting

The psalm for tonight gives us the kind of words that speak from the
heart:

Out of the depths
I cry to You, O Lord.!

This is not a simple problem. These are not small frustrations. These are deep. The kind of
darkness where the bottom can’t be felt and the road ahead can’t be seen. The author of this
psalm cries out for mercy, then does something unexpected. He slows down. He waits.

I wait for the Lord, my soul waits,
and in His word I hope;
my soul waits for the Lord
more than watchmen for the morning.?

The night does not immediately end. The psalm doesn’t rush to daylight. God’s Word
teaches patience and growth in the darkness.

The Law — Our Struggle to Wait

Waiting is not always our strength. When the challenges comes,
we want answers. We want progress. We want resolution. We don’t like
to wait through the night. The lights come on, the pacing starts. We
want the dawn to arrive on our schedule. When it doesn’t, anxiety
creeps in. Our craving for control replaces our trust in God. Noise and
activity replaces prayer. We reach for distraction instead of patient
hope. Isaiah speaks directly to this kind restlessness:

In returning and rest you shall be saved;
in quietness and in trust
shall be your strength.?

We hear those words, we know God is, as He has always been,
faithful throughout history, still: We resist rest. We resist quiet. We resist

1 Psalm 130:1
2 Psalm 130:6
3  Isaiah 30:15



trust. We resist waiting. The deeper problem beneath our impatience is fear. We struggle to
believe God is still working, or still paying attention to someone as insignificant as me. When we
cannot see movement we fill in the gaps with our imagination. Too often we see those gaps
through a glass half-empty. We measure faith by outcomes rather than by promises from the very
mouth of God.

The Gospel — The Lord Who Entered the Night

The good news tonight is not that waiting is made easier. It is that
Jesus has already waited for us. He waited in Gethsemane while His
disciples slept. He waited under false accusation, in an illegal court,
knowing the verdict that was coming. He waited beneath the weight of
the cross, waiting for death to engulf him. He carried the pain. He
carried our punishment. Then He waited in the silence of the tomb.

Even the stormy night on the sea reveals this truth. In Mark 4, Jesus sleeps while the
disciples panic.* He remains present even when fear screams loudly. It is Jesus’ waiting that
sanctifies (or holy-ifies) our waiting. His stillness gives meaning to our patience. His resurrection
promises the night cannot and does not last forever. The Lord does not keep silent forever.®
Morning comes in His time.

The Hymn — O Dearest Jesus...

The hymn verse for tonight helps us see the heart of Jesus’ willing suffering:

The Jews did mock Thee with crowns of thorn,
They smote Thee, Lord, with scourges;
The fetters and the blows were borne
That we might have forgiveness.®

Here is where our waiting finds its meaning. In the psalm he waits for the morning because
Jesus has already endured the longest night. The blows, the thorns, and the silence were endured
willingly so forgiveness would greet us as the morning comes. This hymn teaches us our waiting
rests securely in what He has already done.

Catechetical Thread — Prayer in the Night

When Luther explains prayer,” he reminds us that prayer is not
performance. It is reliance. Prayer in the night does not demand
immediate answers. It clings to God’s Word and promises. Waiting in
prayer reshapes the heart.

Mark 4:35-41

Lamentations 3:31-33

LSB 439:5

Luther’s Small Catechism — The Lord’s Prayer
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Pastoral Application — Keeping Watch

Lent is that time of year that invites a bit more faithfulness
and quiet prayer. Scripture read more slowly. This mild monastic
discipline® forms trust without spectacle. Like the watchman on

Tonight’s song teaches us patience in the darkness. Next week, the song will grow stronger,
moving from waiting in prayer to confidence in faith. Until then, we wait with hope. The Lord
who entered the night remains with His people. Out of the depths, He hears. In the waiting, He
works. At the right time, He brings the morning’s light.

Amen.
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