
Sermon for
Thanksgiving Day Eve

Date: November 26, 2025
Location:  Zion – Colby, WI

Old Testament: Deuteronomy 8:1–10
Epistle Reading: Philippians 4:6–20
Gospel Reading: Luke 17:11–19

Sermon Title: Give Thanks in All Seasons
Sermon Text: Philippians 4:6–20

Hymns:
   LSB 892 – Come, Ye Thankful People, Come
   LSB 785 – We Praise You, O God
   LSB 894 – For the Fruits of His Creation 
   LSB 895 – Now Thank We All Our God

Distribution:
   LSB 965 – God Bless Our Native Land
   LSB 806 – Give Thanks with a Grateful Heart 
   LSB 728 – How Firm a Foundation 



Text: Philippians 4:6–20
6Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses 
all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything 
worthy of praise, think about these things. 9What you have learned and received and heard and 
seen in me—practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you.

10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your concern for me. You 
were indeed concerned for me, but you had no opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in 
need, for I have learned in whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be brought low, 
and I know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret of facing 
plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me.

14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians yourselves know that in the 
beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, no church entered into partnership with me in 
giving and receiving, except you only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs 
once and again. 17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your credit. 18I have 
received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having received from Epaphroditus the 
gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And my God will 
supply every need of yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20To our God and 
Father be glory forever and ever. Amen.
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Grace and peace in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Where We Left Off

Last week at the Hunters’ Service we asked the Lord to guard those heading into the woods, 
to keep hands steady, eyes sharp, and hearts humble. We remembered our daily bread may look 
like a loaf on the table or a venison roast in the crock-pot. We gave thanks for God’s protection 
and prayed for a harvest to share.

Tonight we look back across the whole year, fields and forests, barns and businesses, 
kitchens and classrooms, and we do the same thing again: We give thanks to the Giver.

1) Remembering the Giver

Moses told Israel to remember. The wilderness has a way of 
making memory short and stomachs loud. Still the Lord fed them 
Manna and taught them reliance. Moses said:

You shall remember the Lord your God, for it is He 
who gives you power to get wealth.1

We fix fence while the flies bite, stack wood when the wind 
cuts, plant when the frost flees. We dress a deer in the cold and call it a good night. Work has 
worth. Yet every bit of strength in the arm, every beat of the heart pounding, every breath is a 
gift. Luther said:

The Father gives clothing and shoes, food and drink, house and 
home, wife and children, land, animals, and all I have; He daily 
and richly provides.2

So we say the quiet, honest sentence that keeps pride from poisoning: “Thank You, Lord.” 
Not “look what I did.” but “Look what You did through these humble hands.”

2) Gratitude in the Wilderness

Thanksgiving comes easy when the corn stands tall and the buck 
stands broadside. It stumbles when the medical scan shows a shadow 
or the job goes sideways. Saint Paul writes:

I have learned in whatever situation I am 
to be content.3 

Contentment didn’t drop on him like a ripe apple. He learned it while hungry and full, 
honored and ignored, free and chained. He said:

I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.4

1 Deuteronomy 8:18
2 Small Catechism, First Article
3 Philippians 4:11
4 Philippians 4:13
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That verse speaks of endurance, not ego. Strength to stand, sing, and serve even when it 
hurts. Thanksgiving then, becomes more than a mood. It becomes faith with calluses. We 
celebrate not in the size of the harvest, or the number of points on that buck (30 or otherwise) but 
in the reliable Redeemer who saves us. We bring our stress to 
the Lord with prayer and thanksgiving.5 The peace of God does 
not wait for perfect conditions. Peace guards hearts even when 
the list of concerns piles up.

We are justified by grace through faith for Jesus’ sake.6 Not 
by yielding bigger beans, a cacophony of corn, or tagging more 
deer. Christ is our righteousness. Our gratitude grows from His 
grace. 

3) The One Who Returned

You heard what happened in our third reading today. Ten 
men with leprosy, a disease of slowly rotting to death, cried for 
mercy. Ten were cleansed, healed, restored. Only one returned to 
praise the Giver.7 The nine were not unhealed or unloved. They 
simply kept walking. One turned back and fell at Jesus’ feet. 

That Samaritan was a man like us. Just a regular guy with 
troubles. He shows the real shape of faith. Faith that recognizes 

Jesus as more than the means to a cleaner life. He is the Life.8 Some of us have walked miles on 
mercy, forgetting to stop and pause. Tonight is about the stop and the pause. We stop. We pause. 
We think. We thank the Lord whose compassion cleanses us and heals the heart. Faith receives 
gifts.9  Gratitude flows from receiving. It produces generosity in us. We come to this place empty 
with nothing to share. We go home full and free to give. 

4) Daily Bread, Daily Blessing

Luther teaches us to ask for daily bread, everything needed for this 
body and life: good weather, faithful neighbors, honest authorities, 
good health, self-control, good reputation, good friends.10 

The Lord loves to hear such prayers. They don’t have to be poetic. 
They don’t have to be powerful. When your children were young you 
didn’t expect them to be brilliant orators. You just leaned down leaned 
in and listened because they were your child. He even answers prayers 
through your hands. Often, without you ever knowing how or what He 
has done through you. So we practice thanksgiving with three simple 

habits:

5 Philippians 4:6–7
6 Augsburg Confession IV
7 Luke 17:11–19
8 John 14:6
9 Apology IV
10 Small Catechism, Fourth Petition
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† Name the Giver: When you sit to eat, say it out loud, “Thank You Lord.” Teach the little 
ones to say it too. 

† Share the portions: A pound of venison, a bag of potatoes, a pie on a porch. There is so 
much blessing in generosity. 

† Remember the weak: Keep an eye out for the lonely one Jesus loves.

5) Protection, Provision, and Peace

We asked the Lord at the Hunters’ Service to keep folks safe. 
Many of you came home maybe some with a trophy. There were 
stories of events, and of course the thirty-pointer that got away, 
again. All of that, including the stories are the Lord’s answer to 
our prayers. They often looks ordinary. It comes as wisdom for 
good judgment, steady steps you take without thinking each day, 
a table with family and friends. Give thanks for those quiet 
miracles. 

6) A Bright Hope for Tomorrow

Gratitude looks forward. The same Lord who carried Israel 
and comforted Paul, the same Savior who cleansed lepers, 
carries and comforts you. Tomorrow may bring snow and 
slippery roads. The year ahead may bring surprises. Jesus will 
not surprise you with absence. He promises, “I am with you 
always.11” God who did not spare His own Son will graciously 
give us all things with Him.12 

7) An Invitation to the Table

Thanksgiving naturally moves us to look at the Lord’s Table. We 
call it The Holy Eucharist, literally, “The Holy Thanksgiving.” The 
Church confesses this Meal is Jesus’ true Body and Blood for 
forgiveness, life, and salvation.13 Where sins are forgiven, there is life 
and salvation, and there is thanksgiving. 

Conclusion

Whether this past year felt like feast or famine, we have a 
faithful Father. We have a present Savior. We have the Holy Spirit 
who teaches us to pray and to praise, to share and to give. So 
tonight remember the Giver, return in thanksgiving, and rejoice 
with contentment as we now head, with thanksgiving into a new 

11 Matthew 28:20
12 Romans 8:32
13 Augsburg Confession XXIV and Large Catechism, Sacrament of the Altar
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Church Year this Sunday with Advent and the anticipation of the coming of the One who gives 
all things. 

The peace of God, which surpasses understanding, I pray would guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus.14

In the name of Jesus. 

Amen.

14 Philippians 4:7
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